
Able Day on the Bay
Our annual Able Day on the Bay was held in July and provided a rare opportunity 
for people with deafblindness to zoom across Port Phillip Bay in a high powered 
boat. 

The unseasonably warm and sunny weather added an extra touch of magic to the 
day which even featured an appearance by a pod of curious dolphins, and a spot of 
fishing for those keen to try their luck.
 
For something a little different to being on the bay, members of the Model T Ford 
Club were on hand to take people on joy rides around the coastal corners of 
Beaumaris.

Our thanks to Beaumaris Motor Yacht Squadron and the Model T Ford Club of 
Victoria for their support of Able Australia and thank their members for donating 
their time, boats, cars as well as a great lunch.



Time has passed quickly since our last Friends of Able edition and so much has happened since 
we were last in touch….

Perhaps the biggest news of all was the commencement of full roll out of the National Disability 
Insurance Scheme (NDIS) on 1 July. It’s an exciting time for people with a disability. The NDIS 
gives them more choice and control over the services they receive than ever before and we are 
working hard to make sure our existing participants transition to the new system as smoothly 
as possible. 

In May we launched our new Arts & Community Hub at Richmond’s ‘Burnley Backyard’. This 
hub was made possible through our inaugural FundABLE Future event last year and provides 
an outlet for people with deafblindness to express themselves through music, movement and 
creative arts.
 
The following month gave us an opportunity to celebrate Deafblind Awareness Week (24-30 
June) through a couple of popular events. Our annual Deafblind Awareness Week Fun Day 
brought people with deafblindness, their supporters and friends together to celebrate and enjoy 
different sensory activities such as seated massages, yoga therapies and even a few a joy rides 
in a vintage car. 

In addition, this special week presented an opportunity to host a series of Able Morning Tea 
events around the country to raise funds and awareness for deafblindness. Morning Teas were 
held from Jimboomba in Queensland, all the way down the east coast to Sydney and through 
to a high school in Caroline Springs (Victoria). We’d love to have you host an event of your own 
next year so watch this space for details!

Finally, I would like to thank you for your ongoing support. Without your generosity, very few of 
these great activities for the people we support would be possible. 

Thank you!

From our CEO, Kaye Collard

A great 
housewarming

A very special house warming 
event earlier this year allowed 
the residents at our new 
supported accommodation 
home in Moorabbin (Victoria) 
to show off their new home 
in style. With five bedrooms 
and a more person-centred 
environment (no stairs) to 
enjoy, this new home is 
already producing plenty of 
smiles.

Orientation and 
Mobility workshop

A series of Orientation and Mobility 
Workshops in May helped some 
of our interpreters and guides 
to develop new skills focussing 
on the communication needs of 
people living with deafblindness. 
The workshop covered the 
principles of teaching as well as 
orientation and mobility concepts 
and strategies. The interpreters 
and guides now have the tools 
they need to assist people with 
deafblindness.



Thank you for celebrating Deafblind Awareness Week 
with us!

We celebrated Deafblind Awareness Week with our own Able Morning Tea event on 27 June 
- Helen Keller’s birthday. Helen Keller was possibly the world’s most famous deafblind person 
and her achievements have made her an inspiration and role model for many people in the 
deafblind community throughout the world. 

Our guests were captivated by Carol O’Connor who shared a first-hand account of living 
with deafblindness and how Able Australia has assisted her throughout her journey. Earlier 
in the day, our National Deafblind Services Manager, Carla Anderson challenged guests to 
try closing their eyes and communicating without using their voice – a challenging but very 
interesting experience!

Please let us know on fundraising@ableaustralia.org.au if you would like to join us at future 
events and we will be happy to invite you along.

Volunteer week

Our volunteers play a 
vital role in our ability to 
keep our many activities 
and support programs 
running. Their dedication 
is remarkable and we were 
delighted to host a series of 
events around the country 
earlier this year to celebrate 
Volunteers Week.
Thank you again to all our 
volunteers!

Raffle winners

Our first raffle for the year has 
been drawn and won, with our 
winners (Lynette and Greg) 
taking home a new car valued 
at $20,000. Lynette tells us 
that she will continue buying 
tickets because it’s all about 
helping the cause.

Congratulations to all the 
lucky winners! 



Fundable Future success!
This year’s FundABLE Future event in Ipswich (QLD) was a great success, raising more than $45,000 in cash and 
in-kind support.
 
Hosted in June by Olympic Gold Medallist, Duncan Armstrong this special event brought people from throughout 
the local region together to support three new, unfunded community projects: 
 
• Savvy Seniors: a social engagement program supporting seniors in remote areas to participate in group 

activities and information sessions.  
• Volunteer’s retreat: a comfortable place where volunteers can relax and unwind before heading off to their 

next assignment. 
• iLearn Share: A mobile peer-to-peer support program that helps local people with deafblindness to 

develop digital communication skills.
 
You can watch a short video on each program by visiting our website. 
 
Thanks to all who attended and contributed in making the event a success!

Please accept my donation of:

   

         Cheque / Money Order            Please debit my credit card:          Visa          MasterCard         AMEX          Diners  

Name: _______________________________________________________________  

Address: __________________________________________________________  Postcode: __________  State: _________

Cardholder’s Name: _________________________________________   

Card No:   _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _     

Expiry Date: _____/_____     Signature: ________________________________         

Email: ___________________________________    Date of Birth: _____/______/______ (Used for identification purposes)

Thank You
To make a donation, simply complete and return this donation slip. 
To make a secure online donation, visit www.ableaustralia.org.au or call a member of our fundraising team on 1300 220 602 
Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible.

For a copy of the Able Australia Privacy Policy, please see our website. Proudly supported by TEK PRINT.

       
        Please tick this box if you would like information on making a regular gift.

One-off donation  $25  $50  My Choice $ __________

Regular donation        Amount $ __________              Monthly          Quarterly          Biannual          Yearly

FOA 02/16

THANKYOU


