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International Day of People with Disability (3 
December) was an ideal opportunity to send 
many of our deafblind participants soaring 
over the skies of Melbourne as part of our 
annual Able Day in the Sky event.

More than 70 people with deafblindness, 
their supporters and volunteers converged 
on Moorabbin Airport to participate in the 
event which was made possible through 
the generosity of the members at the Royal 
Victorian Aero Club who kindly volunteered 
their time and planes. 

Those preferring to stay grounded were 
treated to a joy ride or two in a vintage 
military car thanks to the volunteers from 
the Victorian Military Vehicles Corp.

It was great to see so many happy faces like 
Joe’s (pictured) who couldn’t wait to take a 
selfie from the cockpit!

Our special thanks to all of the volunteers 
who gave up their Saturday to make this day 

such an unforgettable experience.
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Note from the CEO
Welcome to the first edition of Friends of 
Able for 2017.

This year is a very special year for us as 
we celebrate our 50th birthday. It was in 
February 1967 that the first meeting of the 
Victorian Deaf Blind and Rubella Children’s 
Association was held in Kew. Since then 
we have grown into a diverse and dynamic 
organisation that supports more than 4000 
people with multiple disabilities (including 
deafblindness) and in need of community 
support around Australia.  

We’ve changed a lot since that first meeting, 
but our determination and commitment to 
supporting people in need has not. 

Whether you are a long-term donor or have 
only recently discovered our organisation, I 
would like to thank you for your support and 
the important role you have played in our 
efforts to create a better life experience for 
people with multiple disabilities.

Our milestone year is already off to a great 
start with our recent appointment as the 
Secretariat of Deafblind International. We 
were appointed to the position ahead of 
Croatia and Canada and placed at the 
decision-making table of the world’s peak 
body for deafblindness issues.

It’s a timely appointment given we are 
preparing to host the 17th Deafblind 
International World Conference on the 
Gold Coast in 2019. I am confident this 
opportunity will assist us to put together 
a dynamic conference program that really 
addresses the needs of the global deafblind 
community.

Later this year, the NDIS (National Disability 
Insurance Scheme) will roll out into 
Melbourne’s eastern region and parts of 
Queensland. 

Unfortunately, while it gives people with a 
disability greater control over the services 
they receive, not everyone will be eligible 
for funding. In fact some support services 
will not be available under the NDIS system 
at all.

This is where you can help. Through your 
generosity, we can provide a range of 
specialised, individually tailored programs 
and activities to the people we support 
when the available funding is not adequate. 

Thank you. 
  
Kind regards, 

Kaye Collard

Makeover in Mitcham
It was a case of new year, new look for the 
residents at our house in Mitcham as they joined 
staff and volunteers in an exciting renovation of 
the property. 

With a new a new lick of paint, some new carpet 
and the completion of some structural work, the 

house looks as good as new.



Deafblind Camp
Nearly 140 people with deafblindness, 
supporters and volunteers from across 
Australia (including our CEO Kaye Collard) 
headed into the wilds of eastern Victoria 
last month for the 17th Annual Deafblind 
Camp.

Held at the Forest Edge CYC camp in 
Neerim, the camp was a great way for 
participants and supporters alike to relax, 
catch up with old, meet new friends and 
experience a range of activities they 
wouldn’t normally have the support to do. 

Activities included a flying fox, 
trampolines, disc golf, swimming in river, 
trips to Yarragon Tourist Town, plaster 
making, bush walking and rock climbing. 

This year’s camp theme was ‘Disney 
characters’ and there were plenty of 
creative costumes on show throughout 
the weekend, especially at the traditional 
Saturday dance.

Another highlight on the night was the 
12 surprise touch boxes which involved  
deafblind participants putting their hand 
inside and guessing what was in it. 

Of the 35 people who played, only one 
person correctly guessed what was in all 
12! 

Our special thanks go to all of our 
supporters and volunteers who assisted 
in making the 2017 camp a success.

Our World Our Stories
More than 70 participants in our Art Therapy 
program experienced the thrill of displaying 
their work in one of Melbourne’s highest profile 
locations earlier this month as part of the annual 
ableart Exhibition.

Entitled ‘Our World, Our Stories’ the exhibition 
featured a range of colourful paintings created 
by people with multiple disabilities and attracted 
plenty of interest from passersby in Federation 
Square. 

Many of the paintings were up for sale, with the 
proud artists receiving 100% of all funds raised.



What is your legacy?
The smile on Timothy’s face was priceless 
after he’d spent another great weekend at 
Able Australia’s Family Support home in 
Bonbeach. 

Family Support is a vital service that provides 
a secure space for people with a disability 
who rely on the daily support of another 
person, to experience some time out from 
their family environment for short or longer 
periods of time. Without this type of support, 
some families are unable to cope with the 
pressure and are forced to relinquish their 
loved one.

Through our home in Bonbeach we provide 
specialist behaviour management support 
in a supportive and nurturing home 
environment.

This service has not only made a big 
difference to Timothy’s life, but also to the 
lives of his parents who can take some time 
to concentrate on their other responsibilities, 
in the knowledge that their son is in a safe 
place that he enjoys. During the week he 
can go back home and spend time with his 
parents.

Thanks to two separate gifts bequeathed to 
Able Australia, our home in Bonbeach was 
purchased and custom designed to meet 
the special needs of the people who call it 
‘home’.

Those two gifts continue to give and serve 
as a reminder that any one of us can make a 
difference to someone’s life when they leave 
a gift in their Will. 

Please accept my donation of:

   

         Cheque / Money Order            Please debit my credit card:          Visa          MasterCard         AMEX          Diners  

Name: _______________________________________________________________  

Address: __________________________________________________________  Postcode: __________  State: _________

Cardholder’s Name: _________________________________________   

Card No:   _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _     

Expiry Date: _____/_____     Signature: ________________________________         

Email: ___________________________________    Year of Birth: ___________ (Used for identification purposes)

Thank You
To make a donation, simply complete and return this donation slip to PO Box 90969, Surrey Hills VIC 3127.

To make a secure online donation, visit www.ableaustralia.org.au or call a member of our fundraising team on 1300 220 602 
Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible.

For a copy of the Able Australia Privacy Policy, please see our website. Proudly supported by TEK PRINT.

       
        Please tick this box if you would like information on Bequests.

One-off donation  $25  $50  My Choice $ __________

Regular donation        Amount $ __________              Monthly          Quarterly          Biannual          Yearly
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Donate -----------------------------


